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Minutes of the meeting of the Environment, Finance and Facilities Committee of the Parish Council held on Monday 23rd February 2026 at 7.00pm. This meeting was held in the Claydon Room. 
PRESENT
 In the Chair:

Simon Burwood
Councillors

Nick Spenceley

Kerry Taylor  



Colin Edmond

Chris Westall 



Nikki Swindle


Michael Edwards






Anne Beale 

Officers:
Amanda Hilton, Principal Officer



Gary Dyer, Community Engagement Officer

Apologies:             
Cllr Paula Spenceley
Absent:
0
Public                    0
It was noted that this meeting was being recorded. 

25/370
Chairmans Welcome



Cllr Simon Burwood welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked 

those that attended the litter pick for their time and effort.
25/371
Apologies 



Apologies were received from Cllr Paula Spenceley.
25/372
Minutes 



Members considered approving the minutes of the Environment, 


Finance and Facilities meeting held on Monday 26th January 2026.It 

was RESOLVED the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 26th 


January 2026 be approved as amended. Minute number 25/331. 
25/373
Interests

Cllr Nick Spenceley, Cllr Nikki Swindle and Cllr Simon Burwood declared they are District Ward members.  Cllr Edmond declared he is a director of Essex Waterways and Cloughton Court Management Company.
25/374
Public Participation.

None 
25/375
 Plantation Hall


i)Members noted a formal complaint had been received regarding the 



antisocial behaviour of some youths using the community space whilst 

the hire was taking place. Members noted the Principal Officer had 


liaised with Cllr Simon Burowod, Chairman of the Committee, and 


actions had been taken.



Members considered supporting Village Halls Week 17th-23rd March. 



It was RESOLVED to support Village halls week by raising awareness



of the importance the hall plays in the community life.



Members considered the End of Hire Checklist. Cllr Nick Spenceley 



PROPOSED to the End of Hire Checklist be completed in conjunction 

with the arrival checklist and annotated to reflect in the event of a 


dispute the council has the right to review the CCTV.



SECONDED by Cllr Simon Burwood. It was RESOLVED the End



Of Hire Checklist would be completed in conjunction with the arrival 



checklist and annotated to reflect in the event of a dispute the council 

has the right to the CCTV.



ii)Members considered quotation to remove dead section of the 



boundary hedge at cost of £335 to remove, cut to ground level and 



chip. Cllr Nikki Swindle PROPOSED to remove the dead section of the 

boundary hedge at a cost of £335.00. SECONDED by Cllr Colin 


Edmond. It was RESOLVED to remove the dead section of the hedge.



iii)Members considered the Scale of Charges for 2026/2027 for 


recommendation to full council on Monday 16th March 2026.




Cllr Simon Burwood PROPOSED 
· Main Hall each scale be rounded up to the nearest £1 with the exception of the business rate which should be increased by £5 per hour. 

· The Claydon Room scale of charges should be rounded up to the nearest £1 with the exception of the business rate which should be increased by £3 per hour.
· The Kitchen hire should be increased by £1 for Non village and £5 for business rate.

· The Sports Facilities should all be increased by £5.
SECONDED by Cllr Nikki Swindle. It was RESOLVED to recommend the Scale of Charges to the parish council at the meeting to be held on Monday 16th March 2026.
iv) Members noted the quotation to install bollards by the Claydon Room had not been received. 

25/376
Amenity Areas 

a) Members considered any issues to be taken.
Members noted the grassed area at Elizabeth Way is extremely wet due to the heavy rain fall. 
25/377
Groundsmen Contracts

a) Members considered any issues and actions to be taken.
Members noted the Chairman of the Council, Cllr Colin Edmond, and Cllr Chris Westall and the Principal Officer had received and reviewed three sealed tenders.

Members considered the options. 

Quotation One- not a local company, small operation with no tree surgeon knowledge- 


£29,995.00 plus VAT with the first 2 years at that tendered amount. Alterations had been made to the frequency of visits to some areas to support the costs and practicalities of the contract.

Quotation Two- No local knowledge – the tender was addressed to Heybridge Town Council. 

 £21,486.00 plus VAT

Quotation remained the same for 1,3-, or 5-year contract.

Quotation Three. – Local knowledge, information fits the tender 







£21,700.00 plus VAT with a price certainty and confirmed that any annual increase will be limited to a maximum of 3% per year to a period of 5 years.

Cllr Simon Burwood PROPOSED to approve quotation 3 on a 5-year contract as a local company with a tender that fits the criteria and best value for money. SECONDED by Cllr Colin Edmond. It was RESOLVED to recommend the approval of quotation 3 to the full council at the next meeting of the parish council due to be held on Monday 16th March 2026.

ii) Members noted the remedial work carried out at the war memorial. It was noted that there was no further action to be taken.

25/378
Improvements within the Parish 




i)Members considered any issues and actions to be taken




It was noted the bench at Holloway Road still needed repair.



ii) Members received an update of the allotment provision and noted the



Community Engagement Officer was to arrange a meeting with the 


contractor and would report back.


iii) Members considered nominations for the New Year Honours List. 



Members noted a request from Cllr Hall with two nominations. 



Following review of the criteria it was unanimously agreed that 


unfortunately there would be no nominations.
iv)Members noted the next litter pick dates were Sunday 22nd March, Sunday 26th April and Saturday 16th May.
25/379
Community Fund


i)To consider any issues and actions to be taken



There were none. 



ii)Members considered feedback regarding the Thursday Coffee 


Mornings. It was noted the number of attendees had increased, the 


weekly quiz was popular. 
25/380
Future Meetings 


a) The next meeting of the Planning Committee will be held on 


Monday 2nd March 2026 at 7.00.pm.



b) The next meeting of the Events Committee of the Parish Council will 

be held on Monday 9th March 2026 at 7.30pm.

      

c) The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 16th 

March 2026 at 7.30pm. 



d)  The next meeting of the Environment Finance & Facilities 


Committee will be held on Monday 23rd March 2026 at 7.00pm.


  The meeting closed at 8.10pm.
Signed 
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