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Minutes of the meeting of the Environment and Facilities Committee of the Parish Council held on Monday 24th March 2025 at 7.00pm. This meeting was held in the Claydon Room.
PRESENT
 In the Chair:

Nikki Swindle
Councillors

John Harrison
Paula Spenceley




Nick Spenceley



 




Simon Burwood



Mike Hall
Officers:
Amanda Hilton -Clerk 
Apologies:          
Cllr M Edwards
Absent:
0
Public                    4
It was noted that this meeting was being recorded. 
24/395
Chairmans Welcome 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.
24/396
Apologies 



Apologies were received from Cllr M Edwards.
24/397
Minutes 



Members considered approving the minutes of the last meeting held on 

Monday 24th February 2025 were received. It was RESOLVED the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 24th February 2025 be approved and confirmed.
24/398
Interests

Cllr N Spenceley, Cllr Swindle, Cllr Burwood and Cllr P Spenceley declared they are District Ward members.
24/399
Public Participation.

The Chair welcomed 4 members of the public (MOPS) to the meeting and confirmed the order of the agenda would be altered to hear Agenda item 7, Amenity Areas as the first item.
24/400
Amenity Areas


a) The Chair welcomed the MOPs to the meeting and thanked them 


for taking the time to attend and present to members. The MOPs gave



a brief presentation on Elizabeth Way Play area and how they felt it 



could be improved to include equipment that would be more suitable 

for an older age group. The MOPs explained they would like to see extra seating to enable them to use the area more. The MOPs also commented the lighting is poor and this makes them feel unsafe and there is also a problem with the grass being waterlogged at times. 
Cllr P Spenceley informed the MOPs that members were due to discuss the Make Space for Girls campaign later. The Chair thanked the MOPs for attending. Cllr Burwood informed the MOPs the matter of the area being waterlogged was also due to be discussed. 
b) Members received a report from the Clerk with regards to Honey Bee Orchard and confirmed that she had met with volunteers looking to improve and maintain the area. The Clerk recommended that Honey Bee Orchard be considered as one of the areas for Heybridge in Bloom.

c) Members received a report from the Community Engagement Officer with regards a Surface Water Alleviation Plan for Elizabeth Way. It was RESOLVED to amalgamate the improvements to equipment and Making Space for Girls with the Surface Water Alleviation Plan. 
24/401 Plantation Hall.

a) Members considered any action to be taken. 
There were no actions to consider. 

b) Members received an update on the Green Space Games which had been booked for the 7th, 14th and 16th April in partnership with Maldon & District CVS. 
c) Members noted the Clerk had submitted a grant application for the funding of an outdoor table tennis table and possible bike ramps. It was noted the Clerk would update members as the application progressed.

d) Members considered a quotation of £340.00 to repair the exterior door to the changing rooms. Cllr Swindle PROPOSED to approve the quotation. SECONDED by Cllr Burwood. It was RESOLVED to approve the quotation for £340.00 to repair the exterior door to the changing rooms.
24/402
Groundsmen Contracts

a) Members considered any issues and actions to be taken.
Members considered quotation to carry out tree works required at St Andrews Church at a cost of £312.00 including VAT. Cllr Swindle PROPOSED to accept the quotation. SECONDED by Cllr P Spenceley. It was RESOLVED to accept the quotation of £312.00 to carry out the tree works required at St Andrews Church.
24/403
Improvements within the Parish 

a) Members considered any issues and actions to be taken.
    Members considered the Make Space for Girls Initiative which 
    campaigns for facilities and public spaces for teenage girls. It was

    RESOLVED for the Community Engagement Officer to arrange for 

    the Community Safety Partnership to visit Plantation Hall to discuss 

    how the Parish Council can support the campaign and also improve

    its amenity areas, to include better lighting and safe space areas.
b) Members considered Heybridge in Bloom. It was RESOLVED to accept the Clerks recommendation that Honey Bee Orchard be an area that is taken under the responsibility of the Heybridge in Bloom umbrella. It was RESOLVED to amend the Terms of Reference for the Heybridge in Bloom to incorporate the Terms of Reference for Honey Bee Orchard.

24/404
Heybridge Helping Hand

a) To consider any actions to be taken.
Members noted funding had been received for food support and the Clerk had arranged for Heybridge residents to be referred for a food bag. 
b) Members considered the Terms of Reference for the Thursday Lunch Club which had been previously circulated.  Members were updated all volunteers had received a letter confirming the plans for running the club prior to a review in 6 months. It was also noted all guests were due to receive a letter on Thursday 27th March regarding the cost increase.
24/405
Future Meetings 
a) The next meeting of the Planning Committee is due to be held on Monday 7th April 2025 at 7.00pm.
b) The next meeting of the Events Committee is due to be held on Monday 14th April 20205 at 7.30pm.
c) The next meeting of the Parish Council is due to be held on Tuesday 22nd April 2025 at 7.30pm

d) The next meeting of the Environment and Facilities Committee is due to be held on Monday 28th April 2025 at 7.00pm. 
The meeting closed at 7.59pm
Signed 
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