

				


Minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on Monday 16th September 2024 at Plantation Hall, Colchester Road Heybridge CM9 4AL at 7.30pm.
PRESENT
Chair:			Paula Spenceley
Councillors:		Simon Burwood	Michael Edwards
			Nick Spenceley	Anne Beale
			Mike Hall		John Harrison
			Nikki Swindle 	
			Colin Edmond	

Apologies: 		Cllr Dieter Parry, Cllr Trevor Cable and Cllr Ashley Jones.

District Cllrs:	Nick Spenceley 	Paula Spenceley
			Simon Burwood	Nikki Swindle

Absent:		0

Members of Public:	0

Officers:		Amanda Hilton Clerk 
			 
In the Chair		Cllr Paula Spenceley

The meeting started at 7.30pm and it was noted the meeting was being recorded.

24/143	Chairs’ Welcome 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

24/144	Apologies	
	Apologies were received from Cllr Dieter Parry, Cllr Ashley Jones and Cllr Trevor Cable.

24/145	Minutes 
a) Members considered approving the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 15th July 2024 were received.
		It was RESOLVED the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 
		Monday 15th July 2024 be approved and confirmed.
b) Members received the Draft Minutes of the Environment and Facilities meeting held on Monday 22nd July 2024.
c) Members received the Draft Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Monday 2nd September 2024.
d) Members received the Draft Minutes of the Events Committee meeting held on Monday 9th September 2024. 

24/146	Interests
		Cllr C Edmond declared he is a Director of Essex Waterways. 
		Cllr N Spenceley, Cllr P Spenceley, Cllr Swindle and Cllr Burwood 
		declared they are District Council Ward members. The Chair reminded.
		members to declare any unforeseen interests during the meeting at the		appropriate time. 
		
24/147	Public Participation
No public present.

24/148	Reports
a) Members received a joint report from the District Ward Members with updates regarding the Heybridge Creek, North Heybridge Garden Suburb and the Maldon Heybridge Transport Bus Users Group. 
b) Members considered a recommendation from the Community Engagement Officer with regards to promoting good news stories.  The Chair PROPOSED the Communications Working Group be tasked with promoting good news stories. SECONDED by Cllr Hall.
It was RESOLVED the Communications Working Group would promote the good news stories via its publications.

24/149          Heybridge in Bloom
It was noted this item had been deferred to the Environment and Facilities Committee meeting on Monday 23rd September 2024.

24/150          Local Housing Needs Assessment. 
a) Members received a report from the Chair with regards to the advantages of having a Local Housing Needs Assessment which would identify the housing needs of the parish and would assist with a Neighbourhood Plan in the future.  Cllr Burwood PROPOSED a Local Housing Needs Assessment should be included in the budget proposal for 2025/2026. SECONDED by the Chair.  It was RESOLVED a Local Housing Needs Assessment should be included in the budget proposal for 2025/2026.

24/151           Strategic Flood Risk Assessment.
a) Members received a report from the Chair with regards to the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment. There were no actions required at this stage. 

24/152	Committee Updates
a) Due to apologies from the Chair of Planning no update was received.
b) In the absence of the Chair of the Events Committee, Cllr Burwood updated members of the dates of the next litter picks. Cllr Burwood confirmed that the Events Committee would like full council to support a motion to purchase a commemoration board to be placed in the main hall to honour the fallen through war and conflict. The Chair SECONDED this motion. It was RESOLVED the Clerk would research the costs involved to purchase a commemoration board. 
c) There was no update from the Chair of the Environment and Facilities Committee.

24/153	Consultations. 
a) Members considered submitting comments on Maldon District Councils revised Statement of Licensing 2024-2029. 
It was RESOLVED Cllr Burwood and Cllr Edmond would review the Statement of Licensing and any comments would be submitted to the Clerk.
b) Members considered submitting comments on Maldon District Councils revised Street Collections Policy. 
It was RESOLVED Cllr Edwards and Cllr Edmond would review the revised Street Collections Policy and any comments would be submitted to the Clerk.

24/154	Working Groups and Representatives
a) Members received an update from Cllr Hall regarding the Communication Working Group. It was noted 4 submissions had been placed in the next edition of the Heybridge Life and a History of Heybridge would be published in three parts.
b) Members considered forming a Town Status Working Group. It was RESOLVED to form a Town Status Working Group and to appoint Cllr Edwards, Cllr Hall, Cllr Burwood and Cllr N Spenceley to the Town Status Working Group. Members considered the Terms of Reference for the Town Status Working Group. It was RESOLVED to approve the Terms of Reference for the Town Status Working Group.
c) Members received a report from the Chair regarding the North Heybridge Garden Suburb who confirmed that a temporary footpath had been installed due to complaints there was no access from Sharpes Meadow to the older estates. 
The Chair PROPOSED members support a motion to send a letter of support to Essex Highways to see a reduction in the speed limit along Broad Street Green Road and for better maintenance of the footpath. SECONDED by Cllr Swindle. It was RESOLVED to write to Essex Highways to see a reduction of the speed limit along Broad Street Green Road and for better maintenance of the footpath. 

24/155	Clerk Report.
a) Members received update list of Documents for Retention or Disposal.
b) Members noted the Local Government Pay Claim for 2024/2025 was further delayed.
c) Members noted the Annual Governance & Accountability Return (AGAR) had been completed with no matters arising.
d) Members noted the annual insurance renewal had been completed.
e) Members noted the Completion of Registration for Larch Walk 1. The Clerk confirmed a full update would be given regarding the Land Registry exercise at the next meeting of the Environment and Facilities Committee to be held on Monday 23rd September 2024. 

24/156	Financial Matters 
a) Members noted the updated statement of accounts for September 2024. 
b) Members received the bank reconciliation for August 2024 and noted the balance of the bank account as of the 16th September 2024 was £149,821.10.
c) Members considered approval of the schedule of payments including invoices and accounts for payments dated 16th September 2024. The Chair PROPOSED to approve the schedule of payments including invoices and accounts for payments dated 16th September 2024. SECONDED by Cllr Burwood. It was RESOLVED to approve the schedule of payments including invoices and accounts for payments dated 16th September 2024 (Appendix 1)
d) Members considered a request from Heybridge TKAT (The Kemnal 
Academies Trust) for a donation. Cllr Burwood declared an interest as a Governor at the school. It was RESOLVED the Clerk would request further information from the school. 
e) Members considered a request from Friends of Heybridge Cemetery for a donation of planting bulbs. It was RESOLVED to purchase planting bulbs to donate to Friends of Heybridge Cemetery. 
f) Members considered a request from Regional Life regarding a contribution towards monthly costs. The Chair PROPOSED to support a contribution of £20 per month. SECONDED by Cllr Hall. it was RESOLVED to support a contribution of £20 per month.
g) Members considered renewal request for The Countryside Charity (CPRE) at a cost of £60.00. The Chair PROPOSED to accept the renewal cost of £60.00. SECONDED by Cllr Swindle. It was RESOLVED to accept the renewal cost of £60.00.

24/157 	Local Issues 
a) Members noted any items for inclusion on the Agenda for the next meeting of the Parish Council to be held on Monday 21st October 2024.  
b) Members noted Heybridge Basin Parish Council had confirmed they would be dealing with the replacement village sign.

24/158	Correspondence
Correspondence was received and actions to be taken were noted.


24/159	Future Meetings 
a) The next meeting of the Environment and Facilities Committee will be held on Monday 23rd September 2024 at 7.00pm.
b) The next meeting of the Planning Committee will be held on Tuesday Monday 7th October 2024 at 7.00pm.
c) The next meeting of the Events Committee will be held on Monday 14th October 2024 at 7.30pm.


     	 

						The meeting closed at 8:48pm.
						Signed. 
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