

	



Minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on Monday 17th March 2025 in the Claydon Room, Plantation Hall, Colchester Road Heybridge CM9 4AL at 7.30pm.
PRESENT
Chair:			Vice Chair Cllr Michael Edwards
Councillors:		Simon Burwood	Nikki Swindle
			Nick Spenceley	Anne Beale		
			Mike Hall		Colin Edmond
			Dieter Parry		Ashley Jones

Apologies: 		Cllr Paula Spenceley 	Cllr Trevor Cable 

District Cllrs:	Nick Spenceley 	Nikki Swindle
			Simon Burwood	

County Cllrs:	None
	
Absent:		Cllr John Harrison 

Members of Public:	0

Officers:		Amanda Hilton Clerk 
			 
In the Chair		Cllr Michael Edwards 

The meeting started at 7.30pm and it was noted the meeting was being recorded.

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. The sad passing of Maldon Town Council Cllr Flo Shaughnessy was noted and the Chair passed on thoughts to Cllr Shaughnessy’s family.  
The Chair updated members, he, Cllr P Spenceley and the Community Engagement Officer had visited Heybridge Woods following concerns regarding works required and confirmed that Cllr P Spenceley had arranged to meet with the developers to voice concerns.

24/340	Apologies	
	Apologies were received from Cllr Trevor Cable, and Cllr Paula Spenceley.

24/341	Minutes 
a) The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 20th January 2025 were received. 
		It was RESOLVED the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 
		Monday 20th January 2025 be approved and confirmed.
b) The draft minutes of the Environment and Facilities Committee meeting held on Monday 27th January were received.
c) The draft minutes of the Extraordinary meeting held on Monday 3rd February 2025 were received. It was noted these minutes would be presented at the next meeting of the Parish Council on Monday 17th March 2025 to be approved.
d) The draft minutes of the Planning Committee held on Monday 3rd February 2025 were received.
e) The draft minutes of the Events Committee held on Monday 10th February 2025 were received. 

24/342	Interests
		Cllr N Spenceley, Cllr Swindle and Cllr Burwood 
declared they are District Council Ward members. The Chair reminded members unforeseen interests must be declared at the appropriate time.

24/343	Public Participation	
		None present.

24/344	Reports
a) Members noted due to a family bereavement County Cllr Mark Durham had sent his apologies. 
b) Members received a joint report from Cllr N Spenceley with regards to the East and West Ward. Cllr N Spenceley updated members the Planning Department at the District Council was still experiencing problems and therefore there could be a backlog of applications. Cllr N Spenceley confirmed that a letter of concern had been sent to the Chief Executive. 
Cllr N Spenceley gave an update on Osea Leisure Park and Green Recycling who currently have applications being heard. Cllr Swindle thanked Cllr N Spenceley for all his hard work dealing with matters relating to Green Recycling. Cllr N Spenceley also updated members the May County Council elections had been cancelled. Cllr N Spenceley also confirmed the green food waste recycling bags would be provided by the district council following a review. 
                      c)  It was noted the Community Engagement Officers report had  
                           previously been circulated. 

24/345	Committee Updates
a) Cllr Parry, Chair of the Planning Committee updated members comments had been submitted on all applications received. 
b) Due to apologies received from Cllr Cable, the Clerk circulated a Calendar of Events. Members considered appointing a Lead Cllr for the Christmas Fair. It was RESOLVED to appoint Cllr Hall and Cllr Parry as Lead Cllrs for the Christmas Fair. 
c) There was no update required from Cllr Swindle, Chair of the Environment and Facilities Committee.
d) Members received an update from the Clerk with regards to committee structures. After a lengthy discussion it was RESOLVED to form a Finance and Facilities Committee at the Statutory Parish Council meeting to be held in May 2025.

24/346	Working Groups and Representatives
a) Members received an update from Cllr Hall regarding the Communication Working Group and it was noted the group worked well communicating via email. 
b) Members considered the recommendations received from the Income Working Group with regards to the Scale of Charges for 2025/2026. It was RESOLVED to approve the recommendations from the Income Working Group.  Cllr Jones abstained, and Cllr Swindle and Cllr Beale voted against the recommendations. 

24/347	Clerks Report 
a) Members received a report from the Clerk regarding current and ongoing matters.

24/348	Financial Matters
a) Members received the updated statement of accounts for February 2025.
b) Members received the bank reconciliation for January 2025 and noted the balance of the bank account as of 17th February 2025 was £43,036.05
c) Members considered schedule of payments including invoices for payment dated 17th February 2025 (Appendix 1). The Chair PROPOSED to approve the schedule of payments including invoices for payment dated 17th February 2025. SECONDED by Cllr Hall. It was RESOLVED to approve the schedule of payments including invoices for payment dated 17th February 2025. 
d) Members considered renewal of the Clerks Society Of Local Councils membership at a cost of £300.  Cllr Swindle PROPOSED to renew the Clerks Society of Local Councils at a cost of £300. SECONDED by Cllr Jones. It was RESOLVED to renew the Clerks Society of Local Councils at a cost of £300.
e) Members noted the Food Support funding had been received from Essex Association of Local Councils (EALC).

24/349	Local Issues 
a) Members considered plans for Heybridge in Bloom. It was RESOLVED to defer this item until the next meeting or the Parish Council to be held on Monday 17th March 2025. 
b) Members considered the 20s Plenty Initiative, and it was RESOLVED to add this item to the next meeting of the Environment and Facilities Meeting due to be held on Monday 24th February 2025.
c) Members noted any items for inclusion on the Agenda for the next meeting of the Parish Council due to be held on Monday 17th March 2025. 

24/350	Correspondence
a) Members noted correspondence received and considered actions to be taken. 

24/351	Future Meetings 
a) The next meeting of the Environment and Facilities Committee will be held on Monday 24th February 2025 at 7.00pm.
b) The next meeting of the Planning Committee will be held on Monday 3rd March 2025 at 7.00pm. 
c)The next meeting of the Events Committee will be held on Monday 10th March 2025 at 7.30pm.
d)The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 17th March 2025 at 7.30pm. 



						The meeting closed at 8.34pm
						Signed. 
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