				


Minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on Monday 21st October 2024 Plantation Hall, Colchester Road Heybridge CM9 4AL at 7.30pm.
PRESENT
Chair:			Paula Spenceley
Councillors:		Simon Burwood	Michael Edwards
			Nick Spenceley	Anne Beale		
			Nikki Swindle 	Dieter Parry,
			Colin Edmond	

Apologies: 		Cllr Trevor Cable, Cllr Ashley Jones and Cllr Mike Hall

District Cllrs:	Nick Spenceley 	Paula Spenceley
			Simon Burwood	Nikki Swindle

County Cllrs:	Mark Durham
	
Absent:		Cllr John Harrison

Members of Public:	0

Officers:		Amanda Hilton Clerk 
			 
In the Chair		Cllr Paula Spenceley

The meeting started at 7.30pm and it was noted the meeting was being recorded.

24/208	Chairs’ Welcome 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

24/209	Apologies	
	Apologies were received from Cllr Mike Hall, Cllr Ashley Jones and Cllr Trevor Cable.

24/210	Minutes 
a) The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 16th September were received. 
		It was RESOLVED the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 
		Monday 16th September be approved and confirmed.
b) Members received the Draft Minutes of the Environment and Facilities meeting held on Monday 23rd September 2024.
c) Members received the Draft Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Monday 7th October 2024.
d) It was noted the Draft Minutes of the Budget Committee meeting held on Tuesday 8th October 2024 would be circulated. 
e) Members received the Draft Minutes of the Events Committee meeting held on Monday 14th October 2024.

24/211	Interests
		Cllr C Edmond declared he is a Director of Essex Waterways. 
		Cllr N Spenceley, Cllr P Spenceley, Cllr Swindle and Cllr Burwood 
		declared they are District Council Ward members. The Chair reminded.
		members to declare any unforeseen interests during the meeting at the		appropriate time. 
		
24/212	Public Participation
No public present.

24/213	Reports
a) Members received a report from County Cllr Durham who confirmed the County Council was in the midst of its budgeting process. Cllr Durham confirmed Devolution was back on the Agenda as part of Local Government reorganisation. 
Cllr Durham confirmed an extra £24 million had been allocated for Highways and they would be more visible in the forthcoming weeks playing catch up before the weather changed. 
The Chair updated Cllr Durham with the current situation funding the Community 360 Bus Service. Cllr Durham confirmed there was still some Locality Funding available, and it was agreed the Chair would send the Community 360 details to Cllr Durham.
Cllr Beale asked Cllr Durham to be aware of the line marking issues by the Purleigh Round Bush.  
b) Members received a report from Cllr N Spenceley who confirmed the Tri Services had attended the Heybridge Creek community and once he had received a full report, he would update members.  Cllr N Spenceley updated members there had been complaints with regards to works carried out at the Gravel Pits. Cllr N Spenceley had raised this complaint as a high priority with the District Council who confirmed it would be treated as low priority. Cllr N Spenceley updated members Cllr Richard Siddall had been nominated to represent the District Council in discussions with regards to the future of the medical services in Maldon. 
Cllr N Spenceley confirmed he had met with concerned residents with regards to the speed limit on Goldhanger Road.  
Cllr P Spenceley confirmed she had visited Heywood Way with Sir John Whittingdale and Cllr S Burwood who had spoken with concerned residents regarding the reinstallation of the fence.  Cllr P Spenceley reminded members the footpath had not been permissioned correctly. Cllr P Spenceley confirmed she would keep members updated on this matter. 
.

. 

24/214	Committee Updates
a) The Chair of the Planning Committee confirmed comments on the proposed changes to the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) had been submitted to the Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) and the comments had been acknowledged.
b) In the absence of the Chair of the Events Committee, Cllr Burwood updated members the litter pick had been well attended, with 18 girl guides taking part. It was noted the Chair of the Council and Cllr Burwood would be attending the girl guiding group meeting to hand out medals to those guides that took part. Cllr Burwood reminded members Remembrance Parade would be held on Sunday 10th November and the next quiz night had been planned for the 15th November with Cllr Edmond as quiz master.  
c) Members considered forming a subcommittee to look at Net Zero. it was RESOLVED to defer this item. 

24/215	Working Groups and Representatives
a) Members received an update from the Chair of the council that the group had completed its next set of submissions for the Heybridge Life and it was agreed the working group meeting due to be held on Friday 26th October was not necessary.
b) Members considered forming a Task and Finish Group to look at the income.  It was RESOLVED to appoint The Chair of the Council, Cllr Edwards, Cllr Edmond and for the Clerk to ask Cllr Hall if he would like to be appointed to the Task and Finish Group. 
c) Members noted the Honey Bee Orchard Working Group and the Town Status Working Group were yet to meet.  It was RESOLVED the Town Status Working Group be deferred and revisited. 
d) Members considered forming a Heybridge In Bloom Working Group.  It was RESOLVED to add an article in the Heybridge Life to gage the opinions of local residents.

24/216	Clerk Report.
a) Members noted spring bulbs had been donated to The Friends of Heybridge Cemetery and a note of thanks had been received.
b) Members noted the Clerk had submitted a request for further information from Heybridge Primary School regarding their recent donation request.
c) Members noted the Clerk would be attending a Clerks refresher course on Tuesday 5th November 2024.

24/217	Financial Matters 
a) Members noted the updated statement of accounts for October 2024. 
b) Members received the bank reconciliation for September 2024 and noted the balance of the bank account as of the 21st October 2024 was £117,580.27.
c) Members considered approval of the schedule of payments including invoices and accounts for payments dated 21st October  2024. The Chair PROPOSED to approve the schedule of payments including invoices and accounts for payments dated 21st October 2024. SECONDED by Cllr Edwards. It was RESOLVED to approve the schedule of payments including invoices and accounts for payments dated 21st October 20204(Appendix 1)

24/218 	Local Issues 
a) Members noted any items for inclusion on the Agenda for the next meeting of the Parish Council to be held on Monday 18th November 2024.  
b) It was RESOLVED the Clerk add Broad Street Green Road speed reduction to the next agenda. 

24/219	Correspondence
Correspondence was received and actions to be taken were noted.

Due to confidential business, this meeting is not open to the press of members of the public (Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, s1 (2))

The Chair invited County Cllr Mark Durham to stay during the closed session.

24/220	Members received an update from the Clerk regarding the 2024/2025 budget.  It was noted for the remainder of the financial year expenditure must be kept to an absolute minimum. It was noted the base rate for Band D properties for 2025/2026 and the Salary Scale Point increases were yet to be received. Members considered setting a draft budget for 2025/2026. It was RESOLVED to wait until the base rate for 2025/2026 and the Salary Scale Point increases had been received before setting a draft budget for 2025/2026.

24/221	Future Meetings 
a) The next meeting of the Environment and Facilities Committee will be held on Monday 28th October 2024 at 7.00pm
b) The next meeting of the Planning Committee will be held on Monday 4th November 2024 at 7.00pm.
c) The next meeting of the Events Committee will be held on Monday 11th November 2024 at 7.30pm.
d) The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 18th November 2024 at 7.30pm.
     	 

						The meeting closed at 9.35pm
						Signed. 
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