					



Minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on Monday 18th November 2024 Plantation Hall, Colchester Road Heybridge CM9 4AL at 7.30pm.
PRESENT
Chair:			Paula Spenceley
Councillors:		Simon Burwood	Michael Edwards
			Nick Spenceley	Anne Beale		
			Nikki Swindle 	Dieter Parry,
			Colin Edmond	

Apologies: 		Cllr Trevor Cable, Cllr Ashley Jones and Cllr Mike Hall

District Cllrs:	Nick Spenceley 	Paula Spenceley
			Simon Burwood	Nikki Swindle

County Cllrs:	None
	
Absent:		Cllr John Harrison

Members of Public:	0

Officers:		Amanda Hilton Clerk 
			 
In the Chair		Cllr Paula Spenceley

The meeting started at 7.30pm and it was noted the meeting was being recorded.

24/244	Chairs’ Welcome 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

24/245	Apologies	
	Apologies were received from Cllr Mike Hall, Cllr Ashley Jones and Cllr Trevor Cable.

24/246	Minutes 
a) The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 21st October 2024 were received. 
		It was RESOLVED the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 
		Monday 21st October 2024 be approved and confirmed.
b) Members received the Draft Minutes of the Environment and Facilities meeting held on Monday 28th October 2024.
c) Members received the Draft Minutes of the Events Committee meeting held on Monday 11th November 2024.

24/247	Interests
		Cllr C Edmond declared he is a Director of Essex Waterways. 
		Cllr N Spenceley, Cllr P Spenceley, Cllr Swindle and Cllr Burwood 
declared they are District Council Ward members. Cllr Burwood declared an interest under item 13, correspondence. The Chair reminded members to declare any unforeseen interests during the meeting at the appropriate time. 
		
24/248	Public Participation
No public present.

24/249	Reports
a) Members received a report from District Cllr N Spencley with regards to an update with regards to the work being carried out to liaise with the residents in the houseboats along Battle Rise and thanked the Community Engagement for his support in this matter.
Members received a report from District P Spenceley with regards to the Boundary Commission Briefing. District Cllr Spenceley updated members two appeals had been made to the Secretary of State against the District Councils decision to refuse planning permission on applications 23/00648 and 23/00649, Land North of Heybridge Swifts Football Club, Scraley Road. Cllr Spenceley updated members the parish council would be represented at the meeting. 
b) Members noted the Community Engagement Officers report had been previously circulated and noted the content. 

24/250	Committee Updates
a) The Chair of the Planning Committee confirmed no planning meeting had been held on Monday 4th November 2024 as there had been no planning applications received.
b) In the absence of the Chair of the Events, members received a report the Clerk who confirmed the Quiz Night had been well attended. The Clerk reminded members the Christmas Lunch was due to be held on Sunday 1st December 2024 and the Christmas Fayre would be held on Sunday 8th December 2024. 
c) The Chair of the Environment and Facilities Committee had nothing to report. 

24/251	Working Groups and Representatives
a) Members noted the Communication Working Group was working well.
b) Members received a report from Cllr Edwards with regards to a Strategic Proposal for 2025-2030. Cllr Burwood PROPOSED Cllr Edwards draft up a 5-year plan. SECONDED by Cllr Parry. It was RESOLVED Cllr Edwards would draft a 5-year plan.

24/252	Planning Applications.
		Members considered submitting comments on applications received.
		Application:		24/00850/WTPO 
		Proposal:		(T2 on TPO/1/77) T1 Holme Oak- Crown Lift
to 5 metres by reducing sub-lateral limbs to branch collars, crown clean and reduce over extended lateral limbs to suitable growth points to balance form.
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Description automatically generated]		Location:		Oakwood House 22 Holloway Road Heybridge
		It was RESOLVED to submit the following comment:	
We recommend the granting of planning permission as the application promotes good tree management.

		Application:		24/00799
Proposal:	Internal alterations including the enlargement of bathroom, new internal wall, replacement of 4No.internal doors and replacement of radiators
Location:		145 Woodfield Cottages Heybridge 
It was RESOLVED to submit the following comment:
We recommend the granting of planning permission in line with the 
Conservation officers report.

Application:		24/00863 WTPO
Proposal:	(TPO 1/77) T1, T2, (G1 on TPO) Limes remove dead limbs. T4 (G1 on TPO) Lime Fell, T5 Yell (T1 on TPO) 4m Crown lift.
Location:		26 Holloway Road Heybridge.
It was RESOLVED to submit the following comment:
We recommend the granting of planning permission as the application
promotes good tree management.

24/253	Clerk Report.
a) Members received a report from the Clerk with regards to the Clerks Refresher Course attended on Tuesday 5th November and noted the course gave an update on the legal framework, financial management and offered advice on how to strengthen communication skills and confidence. 
b) Members were reminded the closing date for submitting comments on the consultation regarding remote attendance and proxy voting at local authority meetings was 19th December 2024. Members were advised to complete the consultation. 



24/254	Financial Matters 
a) Members noted the updated statement of accounts for November 2024. 
b) Members received the bank reconciliation for October 2024 and noted the balance of the bank account as of the 18th of November 2024 was £101,381.
c) Members considered approval of the schedule of payments including invoices and accounts for payments dated 18th November   2024. The Chair PROPOSED to approve the schedule of payments including invoices and accounts for payments dated 18th November 2024. SECONDED by Cllr Edwards. It was RESOLVED to approve the schedule of payments including invoices and accounts for payments dated 18th November 2024 (Appendix 1)

24/255	Local Issues 
a) Members noted any items for inclusion on the Agenda for the next meeting of the Parish Council to be held on Monday 20th January 2024.  
It was RESOLVED the Clerk add Broad Street Green Road speed reduction to the next agenda with a view to look at campaigning for safety measures along the road.

24/256	Correspondence
Correspondence was received and actions to be taken were noted.
It was RESOLVED to accept a donation of 2000 crocus bulbs from the Rotary Club of Heybridge Blackwater.

A minute silence was held to remember Clive Seale, and Malcolm Myles.

Due to confidential business, this meeting is not open to the press of members of the public (Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, s1 (2))

24/257	a) Members received and update from the Clerk with regards to the 2024/2025.
		b) Members received a report from the Clerk with regards to the draft 
budget for 2025/2026. The Clerk recommended members considered deferring from deciding on setting the budget for 20205/2026 until the Base Rate had been confirmed by the District Council. It was RESOLVED to defer setting the budget for 2025/2026 until the Base Rate had been confirmed by the District Council.
c)Members received an update from the Clerk with regards to an outstanding balance owed by a hirer.
d)Members noted the settlement of the National Pay Award for 2024/2025 had been agreed. It was RESOLVED to award back pay for all staff.
 

24/258	Future Meetings 
a) held on Monday 25th November at 7.00pm.
b) The next meeting of the Planning Committee will be held on Tuesday Monday 2nd December 2024 at 7.00pm.


     	 

						The meeting closed at 9.15pm
						Signed. 
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