

		


Minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on Monday 15th July 2024 at Plantation Hall, Colchester Road Heybridge CM9 4AL at 7.30pm.
PRESENT
Chair:			Paula Spenceley
Councillors:		Simon Burwood	Trevor Cable
			Nick Spenceley	Anne Beale
			Mike Hall		John Harrison
			Nikki Swindle 	Ashley Jones
			Colin Edmond	Michael Edwards		

Apologies: 		Cllr Dieter Parry	

District Cllrs:	Nick Spenceley 	Paula Spenceley
			Simon Burwood	Nikki Swindle

Absent:		0

Members of Public:	0

Officers:		Amanda Hilton Clerk 
			 
In the Chair		Cllr Paula Spenceley

The meeting started at 7.30pm and it was noted the meeting was being recorded.

24/87		Chairs’ Welcome 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

24/88	Apologies	
	Apologies were received from Cllr Dieter Parry. 

24/89		Minutes 
a) Members considered approving the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 17th June 2024.
		It was RESOLVED the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 
		Monday 17th June 2024 be approved and confirmed.
b) Members received the Draft Minutes of Planning Committee Meeting held on Monday 1st July 2024.
c) Members received the Draft Minutes of the Events Committee Meeting held on Monday 8th July 2024.
d) Members received the Draft Minutes of the Personnel Committee held on Tuesday 9th July 2024. 

24/90		Interests
		Cllr Colin Edmond declared he is a Director of Essex Waterways. 
		Cllr N Spenceley, Cllr P Spenceley, Cllr Swindle and Cllr Burwood 
		declared they are District Council Ward members. The Chair reminded.
		members to declare any unforeseen interests during the meeting at the		appropriate time. 
		
24/91		Public Participation
No public present.

24/92		Reports
a) Members received a report from District Cllr N Spenceley with regards to matters in Heybridge East.
Cllr N Spenceley confirmed that the applicant for the Wharf Road development had withdrawn the application, and the Wharf Road residents has passed on their thanks to the Parish Council. 
Members received a report from District Cllrs P Spenceley and District Cllr Burwood with regards to matters in Heybridge West.
It was noted all members had read the report as previously circulated. Members noted the results of the St Peters Hospital Consultation had been published and the Clerk would circulate the report in due course. Members noted the Boundary Commission Changes to Essex County Councils Divisions would be in place for the County Council elections scheduled for May 2025 and there would be two divisions/seats covering the parish instead of one. One seat will encompass Maldon Town and Heybridge West and the other seat will encompass Maldon Districts Rural North Area and Heybridge East.

b) Members noted a report from the Community Engagement Officer had been circulated. Cllr Jones requested the Clerk update the Community Engagement Officer that Heybridge Residents Association had not disbanded. 

24/93            5-year Strategic Plan
The Chair invoked Standing Order 10 to change the order of business on the Agenda to enable Agenda item 8 to be heard prior to Agenda item 7.

24/94             Town Status	
                  a) Members received a report from Cllr Edwards to consider Town 
                      Status. Cllr Burwood PROPOSED a Working Group be formed to 
                      look into this matter. SECONDED by Cllr Hall. It was RESOLVED. 
                      add the membership of a Working Group to the next Agenda.



24/95           5-year Strategic Plan
a) Members received a report from the Clerk and Cllr Edwards to consider a 5-year Strategic Plan. Cllr Burwood PROPOSED the Working Group for the Town Status consider the 5 Year Strategic Plan 
and report back to members.  SECONDED by Cllr Jones.
It was RESOLVED the Working Group for the Town Status consider the 5 Year Strategic Plan. 

24/96		Committee Updates
a) In the absence of the Chair of the Planning Committee, the Vice Chair of the Committee, Cllr Edwards gave a brief update and confirmed an extension to make comments on Application 24/00505, proposed new warehouse building, rear of Bridge House Hall Road, had been given by Maldon District Council.
b) Cllr Cable, Chair of the Events Committee gave an update regarding the Community Fair held on Sunday 14th July 2024 and thanked all members and volunteers for their help and extended special thanks to Cllr Parry, the Clerk and her team of staff for all their efforts. Cllr Cable confirmed the event had been well attended and feedback received had been good and it would be taken into consideration when planning next year’s event.

24/97		Working Groups and Representatives 
a) Members received an update from Cllr Edwards regarding the Maldon and Heybridge Transport Bus Users Group. Cllr Edwards confirmed a group had been formed to investigate the possibility of shuttle buses between Maldon and Hatfield Peverel station and other locations.
b) Members received an update from Cllr Edmond with regards to the Draft Maldon and Heybridge LCWIP (Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan) Cllr Edmond confirmed he had attended a Zoom meeting to discuss what was required to connect Maldon to Chelmsford via walking and cycling. 
c) Members received and update from the Chair of the Council with regards to the North Heybridge Garden Suburb Panel (NHGS) meeting on Thursday 11th July 2024. The Chair confirmed progress was being made with regards to the relief road and the proposed medical centre.
d) Members considered appointment of 4 members to a Communication Group. It was RESOLVED to appoint Cllr Hall, Cllr Spenceley, Cllr Edwards and Cllr Edmond to a Communication Group.

24/98		Clerks Report 
a) Members noted the results from the legionella tests were all satisfactory.
b) Members considered signing the Civility and Respect Pledge. Members held a lengthy discussion, and it was felt that the existing Code of Conduct and the Nolan Principles already adopted by the Council were sufficient. The Chair PROPOSED not to sign the Civility and Respect Pledge but urged members to take time to read the Code of Conduct. SECONDED by Cllr Burwood. It was RESOLVED not to sign the Civility and Respect Pledge and for members to take time to read the Code of Conduct. It was also RESOLVED that members would confirm with the Clerk they had read the Code of Conduct.

24/99		Financial Matters 
a) Members noted the updated statement of accounts for June 2024 would be circulated.
b) Members noted the bank reconciliation for June 2024 would be circulated and noted the balance of the bank account as of the 15th of July was £77,226.12.
c) Members considered approval of the schedule of payments including invoices and accounts for payments dated 15th July 2024, The Chair PROPOSED to approve the schedule of payments including invoices and accounts for payments dated 15th July 2024. SECONDED by Cllr Cable. It was RESOLVED to approve the schedule of payments including invoices and accounts for payments dated 15th July 2024. (Appendix 1)

24/100 	Local Issues 
a) Members considered submitting a list of Potholes to Essex Highways. The Chair PROPOSED members circulate potholes they identify to the Community Engagement Officer. SECONDED by Cllr Swindle.  It was RESOLVED members would circulate potholes identified to the Community Engagement Officer.
b) Members were due to receive a report from Cllr N Spenceley regarding Maldon’s Medical Services. It was noted this item had been covered under the report received by District Cllr P Spenceley.
c) Members considered submitting a Local Highway Panel Request for replacement bus shelters. The Chair PROPOSED suggestions be shared with the Clerk. SECONDED by Cllr Jones   It was RESOLVED suggestions would be shared with the Clerk.
d) Members noted any items for inclusion on the Agenda for the next meeting of the Parish Council to be held on Monday 16th September 2024.  It was RESOLVED to add an update regarding the Local Housing Assessment Needs, an update from the Chair regarding Strategic Flood Risk Assessment to the Agenda for the next meeting of the Parish Council. 
e) Members noted Cllr Flo Shaughnessy would be attending the September Parish Council meeting on 16th September 2024 to give a presentation on Heybridge in Bloom. 

24/101	Correspondence
Correspondence was received and actions to be taken were noted.

The Chair took the opportunity to ask members to join in minute silence for a resident who had sadly lost her life. Cllr Swindle left the meeting. 
A minute silence was held.



24/102	Future Meetings 
a) The next meeting of the Environment and Facilities Committee will be held on Monday 22nd July 2024 at 7.00pm.
b) The next meeting of the Planning Committee will be held on Tuesday Monday 5th August 2024 at 7.00pm.
c) The next meeting of the Events Committee will be held on Monday 12th August 2024 at 7.30pm.


     	 

						The meeting closed at 9.00pm
						Signed. 
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