Agenda item 3 Appendix 1					



Minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on Thursday 2nd January 2025 Plantation Hall, Colchester Road Heybridge CM9 4AL at 7.30pm.
Due to confidential business, this meeting was not open to the press or members of the public (Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, s1 (2))
PRESENT
Chair:			Paula Spenceley
Councillors:		Simon Burwood	Michael Edwards
			Nick Spenceley	Anne Beale		
			Nikki Swindle 	Dieter Parry
			Colin Edmond	Trevor Cable 
			Mike Hall

Apologies: 		Cllr Ashley Jones and Cllr John Harrison

District Cllrs:	Nick Spenceley 	Paula Spenceley
			Simon Burwood	Nikki Swindle

County Cllrs:	None
	
Absent:		0

Members of Public:	0

Officers:		Amanda Hilton Clerk 
			 
In the Chair		Cllr Paula Spenceley

The meeting started at 7.30pm and it was noted the meeting was being recorded.

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and wished all members a Happy New Year.

24/270	Apologies	
	Apologies were received from Cllr Ashley Jones and Cllr John Harrison.


24/271	Minutes 
a) The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 18th November 2024 were received. 
		It was RESOLVED the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 
		Monday 18th November 2024 be approved and confirmed.

24/272	Interests
		Cllr C Edmond declared he is a Director of Essex Waterways. 
		Cllr N Spenceley, Cllr P Spenceley, Cllr Swindle and Cllr Burwood 
declared they are District Council Ward members. 	

24/273	Budget Review
a) Members received a report from the Clerk with regards to the budget for 2024/2025 and received an updated statement of accounts. 
b) Members considered a draft budget for 2025/2026. It was RESOLVED to 
· Remove expenditure code 4301 (Events)
· Remove expenditure code 4201 (Travel)
· Amalgamate expenditure codes 4801 and 4802 (Training and members training) 
· Remove expenditure code 3304 (Heybridge Helping Hand) and replace code 1371 (Donations) with a code called Community Fund. 
· Add a new code for housekeeping items.
Members considered known expenditure for 2025/2026 and discussed projects to be funded during the budget year. It was noted a working group would be meeting to discuss ways to increase the income raised. Members considered and RESOLVED members appoint a new budget committee at the Statutory Council Meeting in May 2025 which will meet regularly and report to full council. 
c) Members considered setting the precept demand for 2025/2026.
Cllr Parry PROPOSED the precept demand for 2025/2026 be set at £260,000 to allow for known expenditure and to ensure residents continue to receive the level of service required and to increase the reserves to ensure the council are in a better position. SECONDED by Cllr Hall. 
It was RESOLVED to set the precept demand for 2025/2026 at £260,000. 
The Clerk recommended a press statement be released prior to the Council Tax demand notice being issued to residents by Maldon District Council, to ensure the increase can be received as a positive approach to enable the parish council to continue the good work carried out during 2024/2025 and to raise awareness of what the parish council achieves for its residents.

24/274	Future Meetings 
a) The next meeting of the Planning Committee will be held on Monday 6th January 2025 at 7.00pm.
b) The next meeting of the Events Committee will be held on Monday 13th January 2025 at 7:30pm.
c) The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 20th January 2025 at 7:30pm
d) The next meeting of the Environment and Facilities Committee will be held on Monday 27th January 2025 at 7:00pm.


     	 

						The meeting closed at 9.15pm
						Signed. 
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