




Minutes of the meeting of the ANNUAL PARISH MEETING held on Monday 15th April 2024 in the Main Hall, Planation Hall, Colchester Road, Heybridge.
Chairman 		Councillor Anne Beale
Councillors		Nikki Swindle		John Harrison
			Mike Hall 		Colin Edmond
			Nick Spenceley 	Dieter Parry
			Paula Spenceley	Simon Burwood 

District Cllrs		Nick Spenceley	Paula Spenceley 
			Nikki Swindle 	Simon Burwood

County Cllrs		Mark Durham

Officers 		Amanda Hilton 	Clerk
			Gary Dyer		Community Engagement Officer
Karen Harley		Financial & Administration Officer
Public			3 
Representatives	Community Champion- Barry Harding
	Community Volunteer – Jean Blair
	Simon Burwood – President of Heybridge Blackwater Rotary Club

In the Chair	Anne Beale 

1	Introduction and Welcome	

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.  The Chair thanked the parish council members, staffing team and volunteers for their hard work and dedication over the past year.

2.	Minutes 
	
The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Monday 22nd May 2023 were 
	received. 
It was RESOLVED the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Monday 22nd May 2023 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 

3.	Parish Council Annual Report for 2023/2024 and Statement of Parish Council Account for year ending 31 March 2024.
	
Cllr Anne Beale read the report for 2023/2024 which included an overview of the Parish Council and the Parish achievements 2023/2024 which highlighted the work of the council within the community and associated public events. 	
	
4.	Presentations
	
	Presentations were received from:
Gary Dyer, Community Engagement Officer  
Gary gave an update on his role as Community Engagement Officer for Heybridge Parish Council. Gary confirmed that he had been working alongside Les Davis, Tri Services to deliver community support hubs. Gary confirmed that he worked closely with Essex Police to have a high visibility around the parish and was looking forward to working with Essex Youth Service. 

Barry Harding, Community Champion
Barry explained his role of Volunteer Lengthsman and confirmed he walks the parish daily litter picking and identify issues. Barry thanked, the Clerk, Karen and Gary for always being on hand to assist him. Barry also thanked his trusted assistant Mrs Harding for all her support. 

Barry confirmed he worked closely with the Parish Council to organise monthly community litter picks that were well supported by a group of members of public. 
Barry confirmed that he had formed good relationships with Green Recycling and Essex Waterways and several shopping trolleys had been retrieved from the canal. 

	Barry confirmed that he had been regularly reporting to Gary, the ever-increasing 
	number of potholes, damaged street names and discarded road signs. 

The Chair thanked Barry for his constant dedication to the keeping the parish tidy. 
	
	Simon Burwood – President of Heybridge Blackwater Rotary Club
	Simon introduced himself and gave an insight into the work carried out by the 
	Club and confirmed it met on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at Plantation Hall and a 
	held a social evening on the 4th Tuesday of the month.  Simon confirmed that a small
membership fee is charged, and events are held to raise funds for local/international and national causes.
Simon confirmed that in the past 7 years the Heybridge Blackwater Rotary Club had given away over £26,000 in donations including supporting Heybridge Helping Hand, Heybridge Primary School, The Museum of Power and Essex and Herts Ambulance. 
Simon also confirmed alongside Maldon Rotary Club, the club volunteer as marshals at the Firework display at Maldon Promenade. Simon also said the club is hugely involved in the organisation of the Heybridge Parish Councils Remembrance Parade. 
	
Jean Blair – Community Volunteer.
	Jean thanked the Council for setting up the Community Walk for Wellbeing 
	on Tuesdays which sees over 20 members, going for an inspiring safe walk,
which has seen friendships form. Jean confirmed the walk lifts people’s spirits and makes them feel part of the community.  Jean said she was proud to be part of a star project.
	Jean confirmed she also volunteers at the Thursday Lunch Club which again
brings people together, help those that maybe socially isolated enjoy some company with a lovely hot meal.  Jean said the friendly atmosphere was welcoming.
Jean confirmed she was an active member of the community litter pick team and thanked Barry and the parish council for their efforts.
Jean confirmed that she loved volunteering as she gets so much from it and said the parish council should be proud of their achievements.

County Cllr Mark Durham
Cllr Mark Durham gave a brief update on the work of Essex County Council and his role as a county member. 

6	Open Forum 
		
The Chairman asked if there were any other matters for discussion.
 
A member of the public confirmed that he enjoyed cycling and asked if there were any plans for safer cycling paths within the parish and links to other areas.  The member of the public used Central Park in Chelmsford as an example of good cycle links that have cycle paths into the town and surrounding areas.  
The Chairman asked for this feedback to be noted.

	
The Chair closed the meeting at 7.35pm. 
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