Agenda Item 4 Appendix 1


Minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on Monday 19th January 2026 in the Claydon Room, Plantation Hall, Colchester Road Heybridge CM9 4AL at 7.30pm
PRESENT
Chair:			Colin Edmond 
Councillors:		Simon Burwood	Beth Hughes		Chris Westall
			Nikki Swindle		Paula Spenceley	Mike Hall
			Nick Spenceley	Anne Beale
					 
Apologies: 		Cllr Michael Edwards 	Cllr Trevor Cable
			 

District Cllrs:	Nick Spenceley 	Simon Burwood 	Nikki Swindle
			Paula Spenceley

County Cllrs:	None
	
Absent:		0 

Members of Public:   	3
				K Taylor 	Co-option Interest
				I Sidey	Co-option Interest

Officers:		Amanda Hilton 	Clerk 
		 
In the Chair		Cllr Colin Edmond 

The meeting started at 7.30pm and it was noted the meeting was being recorded.

25/314	Chairmans Welcome 
		The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and presented Cllr 
		Chris Westall with a gift to welcome his newborn daughter.  
.
25/315	Apologies	
	Apologies were received from Cllr Michael Edwards and Cllr Trevor Cable. 

25/316	Interests
		Cllr Nick Spenceley, Cllr Paula Spencley, Cllr Simon Burwood and Cllr 		Nikki Swindle declared they are District Council Ward members. The 		Chair reminded members unforeseen interests must be declared at 	the 		appropriate time.

25/317	Co-option
		The Chairman explained the co-option process and asked the co-			option candidates to introduce themselves and invited members to ask 		any questions they may have.
		
		It was RESOLVED to exclude members of the press, public and 			candidates under the Public Bodied (Admission to Meetings Act 1960)
		to enable members to discuss the merits or otherwise of the applicants.
		
		The Chairman requested all members of public vacate the room.
	
	Due to confidential business, this meeting is not open to the press or 	members of the public (Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 	1960, s1 (2)).
		
		Members held a discussion and considered the candidates.
		
		The members of the public were invited back into the meeting.
		
		Members considered co-option of the candidates.
		Cllr Mike Hall PROPOSED to Co-opt Kerry Taylor
		SECONDED by Cllr Anne Beale.

		Cllr Simon Burwood PROPOSED to Co-opt Ivan Sidey
		SECONDED by Cllr Nick Spenceley.

		A vote was held. Kerry Taylor received the absolute majority.
		It was RESOLVED to co-opt Kerry Taylor.
		Kerry Taylor signed the Declaration of Office.
		
		The Chairman thanked Ivana Sidey for her interest.

25/318	Minutes 
a) The minutes of the Extraordinary Parish Council meeting held on Monday 18th December 2025 were received.  
		It was RESOLVED the Minutes of the Extraordinary Parish Council 			meeting held on Monday 18th December 2025 be approved and 			confirmed.
b) The DRAFT Minutes of the Planning Committee held on Monday 5th January 2026 were received. 
		c) The DRAFT minutes of the Events Committee held on Monday 12th 		January 2026 were received.
		d) The minutes of the Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 		Wednesday 14th January 2026 were received. It was RESOLVED the 		Minutes of the Extraordinary Parish Council meeting held on 				Wednesday 14th January 2026 be approved and confirmed.

25/319	Public Participation	
		The Chairman invited a member of public to address members.
		The member of the public wished to address members with regards to 		a 50% increase in budget over the past 2 years. 
		The Chairman invited members to address this matter.
		The Clerk reminded the Chairman the increase had not been 50% and 		gave a brief insight into the reserves being used to fund the community 		space without the need to borrow. 

25/320	Reports
a) It was noted County Cllr Mark Durham was on annual leave. 
b) Cllr Paula Spenceley gave a verbal report on matters relating to Heybridge West.  Cllr Paula Spenceley confirmed there was no clear picture if the County Council elections in May would go ahead. 
Cllr Nick Spenceley gave a verbal update regarding matters relating to Heybridge East. 
c) The Community Engagement Officers report was received and its contents were noted. 

25/321	Appointments of Committees, Working Groups and 				Representatives.
a) Members noted due to the absence of the Chair of the Events committee there would be no update received.
b) Members considered appointment of one member on to the Personnel Committee. Cllr Nikki Swindle PROPOSED herself. SECONDED by Cllr Simon Burwood. It was RESOLVED to appoint Cllr Nikki Swindle on to the Personnel Committee. It was RESOLVED to appoint Cllr Beth Hughes as a reserve member. 
c) Members considered appointment of one member onto the Environment, Finance and Facilities Committee. Cllr Mike Hall PROPOSED Cllr Chris Westall. SECONDED by Cllr Beth Hughes. It was RESOLVED to appoint Cllr Chris Westall onto the Environment, Finance and Facilities Committee. 
d) Members considered appointment of one member onto the Events Committee. Cllr Nikki Swindle PROPOSED Cllr Kerry Taylor. SECONDED by Cllr Simon Burwood. It was RESOLVED to appoint Cllr Kerry Taylor onto the Events Committee. 

25/322	Consultation and Policies.
a) Members noted responses had been submitted with regard to Local Government Reorganisation and The Community Governance Review.  

25/323	Clerks Report 
a) Members received an update from the Clerk regarding current and ongoing matters.
b) Members noted all defects with regard to the emergency lighting had been addressed and rectified.
c) Members noted the redundant double door to the main office had been blocked up.
d) Members noted the Grounds Maintenance Contract was due for renewal and the tender process would be determined at the next meeting of the Environment, Finance and Facilities Committee meeting due to be held on Monday 26th January 2026. 
e) Members noted the change to the Clerks title. With immediate effect the Clerk would have the additional title of Principal Officer.
f) Members noted the Section 137 expenditure limit for parish and town councils for 2026/2027 would be £11.60 per elector, up from £11.10 in 2025/2026.
g) Members considered approval of the comments made on the Improving Daytime Fire Engine Availability consultation. It was RESOLVED to strongly support the comments made.
h) Members noted the Woodland Trust trees would be delivered between 24th February and 6th March 2026.
i) Members noted the first coffee morning was held on Thursday 7th January 2026 with 13 members of public in attendance and a full report would be given at the Environment, Finance and Facilities Meeting due be held on Monday 26th January 2026.

25/324	Financial Matters
a) Members considered schedule of payments including invoices for payment dated 19th January 2026 (Appendix 1). The Chair PROPOSED to approve the schedule of payments including invoices for payment dated 19th January 2026 SECONDED by Cllr P Spenceley. It was RESOLVED to approve the schedule of payments including invoices for payment dated 19th January 2026. 

25/325	Local Issues 
a) Members considered items to add to the Agenda for the Parish Council meeting to be held on Monday 16th February 2026.
. 
25/326	Correspondence
a) Members noted correspondence received.
	
25/327	Future Meetings 
		a) The next meeting of the Environment, Finance and Facilities 			Committee will be held on Monday 26th January 2026 at 7.00pm.
		b) The next meeting of the Planning Committee will be held on Monday 		2nd February 2026 at 7.00pm.	
		c)The next meeting of the Events Committee will be held on Monday 		16th February 2026 at 7.30pm.
		 d)The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 23rd 		January 2026 at 7.30pm.  
								
								The meeting closed at 20.30 								Signed.
						
2

image1.png
Heybridge Parish Council





